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Uruguay Round Agreement, the Information
Technology Agreement, the WTO Tele-
communications Agreement, 22 sectoral trade
agreements with Japan, and over 170 other trade
agreements, has contributed to overall U.S. real
export growth of 37 percent since 1993. Exports
have contributed nearly one-third of our eco-
nomic growth—and have grown three times fast-
er than overall income.

Workers, business executives, small business
owners, and farmers across America have con-
tributed to the resurgence in American competi-
tiveness. The ability and determination of work-
ing people across America to rise to the chal-
lenges of rapidly changing technologies and

global economic competition is a great source
of strength for this Nation.

Cooperation between the Administration and
the Congress on a bipartisan basis has been
critical in our efforts to reduce the deficit, to
conclude trade agreements that level the global
playing field for America, to secure peace and
prosperity along America’s borders, and to help
prepare all Americans to benefit from expanded
economic opportunities. I hope we can continue
working together to advance these vital goals
in the years to come.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
July 11, 1997.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the District of Columbia Fiscal Year
1998 Budget Request
July 11, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 202(c)(5)(C)(ii) of

the Financial Responsibility and Management
Assistance Act of 1995 (‘‘the FRMA Act’’), I
am transmitting the Council of the District of
Columbia’s ‘‘Fiscal Year 1998 Budget Request
Act of 1997.’’

The Council’s proposed Fiscal Year 1998
Budget was disapproved by the Financial Re-
sponsibility and Management Assistance Author-
ity (the ‘‘Authority’’) on June 12. Under the
FRMA Act, if the Authority disapproves the
Council’s financial plan and budget, the Mayor
must submit that budget to the President to
be transmitted to the Congress. My transmittal

of the District Council’s budget, as required by
law, does not represent an endorsement of its
contents. The budget also does not reflect the
effect of my proposed Fiscal Year 1998 District
of Columbia revitalization plan.

The Authority is required to transmit sepa-
rately to the Mayor, the Council, the President,
and the Congress a financial plan and budget.
The Authority sent its financial plan and budget
to the Congress on June 15.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
July 11, 1997.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the
National Endowment for the Arts
July 11, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
It is my pleasure to transmit the Annual Re-

port of the National Endowment for the Arts
for 1996.

One measure of a great nation is the vitality
of its culture, the dedication of its people to

nurturing a climate where creativity can flourish.
By supporting our museums and theaters, our
dance companies and symphony orchestras, our
writers and our artists, the National Endowment
for the Arts provides such a climate. Look
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through this report and you will find many rea-
sons to be proud of our Nation’s cultural life
at the end of the 20th century and what it
portends for Americans and the world in the
years ahead.

Despite cutbacks in its budget, the Endow-
ment was able to fund thousands of projects
all across America—a museum in Sitka, Alaska;
a dance company in Miami, Florida; a produc-
tion of a Eugene O’Neill play in New York
City; a Whistler exhibition in Chicago; and art-
ists in schools in all 50 States. Millions of Ameri-
cans were able to see plays, hear concerts, and

participate in the arts in their hometowns,
thanks to the work of this small agency.

As we set our priorities for the coming years,
let’s not forget the vital role the National En-
dowment for the Arts must continue to play
in our national life. The Endowment shows the
world that we take pride in American culture
here and abroad. It is a beacon, not only of
creativity, but of freedom. And let us keep that
lamp brightly burning now and for all time.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
July 11, 1997.

Remarks to the Citizens of Bucharest, Romania
July 11, 1997

The President. Thank you. Mr. President,
thank you for your wonderful welcome. And to
the young student who just spoke, Semida
Munteanu, if she is a representative of the youth
of Romania, the future of this nation is in good
hands.

I am proud to be the first American President
to visit a free Romania——

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! U.S.A.!
The President. I am proud to stand in Univer-

sity Square, where so many have sacrificed for
freedom. Most of all, I am proud to see in
this vast crowd the face of a new Romania,
moving beyond the past to build a bright future
of possibility for all your people. Congratula-
tions.

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! U.S.A.!
The President. America knows that Romania’s

destiny lies in an undivided, democratic, peace-
ful Europe, where every nation is free and every
free nation is the partner of the United States.
To all the people of Romania who love freedom
so dearly: I come to Romania because of all
you have already done; I come because I know
what you still can do; I come because of all
that we must do together to achieve your destiny
in the family of freedom.

No people have suffered more under Com-
munist repression. No people paid a higher
price for the simple right to live in freedom.
No people faced greater challenges in the strug-
gle to start anew. But though your path has

been steep and hard, you are going forward.
And for that, we salute you.

In America, we have seen your spirit, your
endurance, your determination symbolized by
the feat of one of your young Romanian ath-
letes. At the end of the New York marathon
last fall, a runner named Anuta Catuna came
from behind to close the lead and earn her
way to victory in one of America’s most prized
races. Like her, Romania has set its sights and
its heart on the long run. And like her, the
Romanian people have won the world’s respect
for moving so far, so fast, and for believing
in yourselves and your future. Like her mara-
thon race, the marathon of freedom is not a
sprint; it takes steady and persistent commit-
ment to stay the course. After more than 200
years, America now knows the journey of de-
mocracy is never over; it must be traveled every
single day.

But what progress you have made. You have
launched bold economic reforms to give your
people the chance to make the most of their
own lives. In the short term, I know there are
costs to this market reform. But in the long
term, the rewards are far greater, in better jobs,
new opportunities, more trade and investment
from around the world for your people. And
in recent years, we have learned from other
nations’ experience that those who reform the
fastest make the most progress for their people.
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